640      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Howard
War Department, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,
WASHINGTON, July 14fA, 1866   [jNot in chronological order]
Major Gen'l. BENJ. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
DEAB GENERAL: I have received yours of the 12th inst. relative to the place at Point of Rocks. It was formerly the property of a Mr. Jno. Strachau. It is now in my hands for the purposes you mention, and of great service to us, and shall never go back to its disloyal owner with my consent.
Please accept thanlcs for its acquirement, and your kindness in mentioning it.
Respectfully, 0. 0. HOWARD, Major Gen'l. Commissioner, &c.
From General Marston to General Sutler
EXBTBB, July ISth, 1865
MY DEAR GENERAL: Your note of the 6th inst., with the slip containing your reply to the toast, "The Volunteers," reached me last evening. I immediately enclosed the same to Mr. Snow of the Intelligencer, with a request that he would publish the same, which he will doubtless do unless he should think it comes too late. I agree with every word you said, and am glad you have spoken and so forcibly that the people will give heed to it.
But for the damnable treatment of our well men, our sick men, our wounded and our dead, who fell into their hands, I should have been quite willing to play the magnanimous on the largest scale. As it is, the wretched fiends ought not to be allowed to live anywhere on the face of the earth. I care not before what tribunal they are arraigned, so they be quickly hanged.
What is to be the fate of the colored people? If not protected by the national authority, I fear they will fare worse even than did our prisoners.
To-day I am in a less hopeful frame of mind than in the darkest hours of the rebellion. If the colored people are not to have the right of suffrage, their condition will be pitiable indeed, unless we record them as the wards of the nation, and protect them accordingly.
But suppose they have the right of suffrage, will they not be either controlled by their late masters or be treated worse than if they had it not? Suppose Congress declines to receive delegations from the states, late in rebellion, until by their